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Life in Florence in Giovanni's day was a very different
thing from that which it became two geneiations later. Any-
thing in the direction of luxury was condemned by plain-
living Florence as a sign of degeneracy. And when Giovanni,
in order to give assistance to struggling artists, had the whole
of the walls of his house decorated with frescoes (a form of
decoration hitherto confined to churches), we may be sure
that this action was looked upon by many as a questionable
innovation betokening a reprehensible tendency to volup-
tuousness.

For very austere indeed was the style of living then cus-
tomary. The palaces of even the most wealthy were furnished
with a plainness which scorned all idea of either beauty or
comfort. Heavy tables and straight-backed wooden chairs
covered with leather, bare stone floors, desperately cold in
winter; whitewashed walls, only covered with tapestry on
state occasions; a huge credenza containing vases, glass,
majolica, and silver, for use at banquets; wide, hard, com-
fortless beds, and great chests containing linen and clothes:
such were the surroundings, and such the only furniture con-
sidered necessary even in the palaces of the noblest families.

As to dress, there was the same austerity, and here
Florence enacted very strict laws to check undue extravagance.
These laws laid down with the most minute exactness what
a lady's dress might be like, and what it mighl not be like;
and the same as regards the men. No lady might have he*
dress made of other material, nor of greater length or breadth,
than was laid down; nor wear any of numerous forbidden
ornaments. While for the men was prescribed, for all above
the class of aitisans, the plain garment, buttoned straight
down the front and looking like a priest's cassock We do not
hear much about the ladies of this period; it was not until a
generation or two later that they began to come forth from
the seclusion considered correct in Giovanni's time; but they
evidently fought vigorously against these laws about dress.
They evaded them in numberless ingenious ways, and waged